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STARTING FROM LAKE LOUISE 
 
Big Bee Hive/Lake Agnes Tea House 
Length: 6.8 km (for beehive) 
Hiking Time: 2.5-3 hr round trip (+1 hour beehive) 
Elevation Gain: 385 m  (+135 m bee hive) 
Trailhead: Drop off at upper Lake Louise parking area.  Start hiking along the Lakeshore 
trail.  Big Beehive trail veers right from the Lakeshore trail. 
Description: The hike to Lake Agnes is a nice way to see the Rockies without a 
significant elevation gain.  The tea house at Agnes is a great place for a snack, but 
continue to Big Beehive from Lake Agnes and enjoy your lunch overlooking the 
Chateau.  This side trip involves a series of switchbacks and you will be rewarded with a 
spectacular panorama of Lake Louise.  
 
Valley of Six Glaciers 
Length: 10.6 k (+3 km to Abbot Pass viewpoint) 
Hiking Time: 4 hour round trip (+1 hour to Abbot Pass viewpoint) 
Elevation Gain: 365 m (+50 m to Abbot Pass viewpoint) 
Trailhead: Drop off at upper Lake Louise parking area.  Start hiking along the Lakeshore 
trail.  Trail veers right at the end of the Lakeshore trail.  
Description: Beyond Lake Louise you’ll discover some of the best mountain and glacier 
views in the area.  Follow the Lakeshore trail all the way to the opposite side of Lake 
Louise.  There is a great photo opportunity and spot for students to play in the stone 
flour beds with the Chateau in the distance.  This is the easy part, because then you 
begin the switchbacked climb to a quaint Swiss-built tea house.  Take care on the 
ledges, especially if there has been recent precipitation or snow!  Do not miss the hike 
towards Abbot Pass viewpoint (highly recommended!!!).  You will be able to see Abbot 
Hut to your left once you emerge from the trees.  This is the highest man made 
structure in the Rockies and is located on the continental divide.  Groups visiting Lake 
O’hara will be looking at the same hut from the other side today.  Some great photo 
opportunities on this extension - Lake Louise will look itsy bitsy and the kids will feel a 
huge sense of accomplishment seeing it from this perspective. 
 
Fairview Mountain  
Length: 10.6 km  
Hiking Time: 5-6 hr round trip 
Elevation Gain: 1013 m 
Trailhead: Drop off at upper Lake Louise parking area.  Trailhead is near the canoe 
rental facility to the left of the lake. 
Description: Challenge your inner mountaineer with a steep hike up this famous peak 
and be rewarded view views that are far better than ‘fair’!  Warning - this one is the most 



challenging day hike option and is not for the faint of heart - but it will give the students 
a huge sense of accomplishment!  The trail starts out in a forested area with views of 
Bow Valley.  Skip the viewpoint 300 m in - it’s a full km one way and you will get much 
better views from the top!  When you reach the saddleback you should be able to see 
the larches in all of their spectacular glory.  This is a great spot to stop for lunch.  From 
the saddleback it is only 1.6 km to the top, but it gets even steeper.  If the steepness 
and/or snow don’t cause you to turn around, you will be rewarded with spectacular 
mountain views from the top.  This trail may be your only opportunity to get away from 
the crowds at Lake Louise because not many tourists venture here.  
 
 
STARTING FROM MORAINE LAKE 
 
Eiffel Lake/Eiffel Peak 
Length: 10.2 km  
Hiking Time: 4.5 hour round trip 
Elevation Gain: 370 m 
Trailhead:  Drop off at Moraine Lake Lodge.  Begin hiking just past the Lodge. 
Description: This trail begins to climb with the Larch Valley trail, then splits off to Eiffel 
Lake.  You will traverse along the side of the valley and will be rewarded with views of 
Eiffel Lake on the way there and and the Valley of the Ten Peaks on the way back. 
Towards the end of Eiffel Lake, there is a boulder field that makes a great lunch spot. 
You can then continue up to Eiffel Peak (or even just part way) for some spectacular 
views before heading back to the bus.  This hike is in bear country so bring your spray, 
stay in groups of no less than 4 people and make lots of noise while you hike. 
 
Larch Valley/Sentinel Pass 
Length: 8.6 km (+ 3.4 km to Sentinel Pass) 
Hiking Time: 4-4.5 hr round trip (+ 1-1.5 hr for Sentinel Pass) 
Elevation Gain: 535 m gain 
Trailhead:  Drop off at Moraine Lake Lodge.  Begin hiking just past the Lodge. 
Description: This trail begins to climb with the Eiffel Lake trail, then splits off to Larch 
Valley.  This hike will lead you through brilliant yellow larch forests high above Moraine 
Lake with spectacular views of the 10 peaks.  Not to be missed!  From Larch Valley, you 
can continue to Minnestimma Lake and/or Sentinel Pass.  The pass is another 1.7 km, 
but relatively easy after you have reached Larch Valley.  This hike is in bear country so 
bring your spray, stay in groups of no less than 4 people and make lots of noise while 
you hike. 
 
Consolation Lakes (combine with Rock Pile and Lakeshore) 
Length: 6 km 
Hiking Time: 2-2.5 hr round trip 
Elevation Gain: 60 m gain 



Trailhead:  Drop off at Moraine Lake Lodge.  Begin hiking just past the Lodge.  
Description: This is a good hike to do if you have injuries or need a rest day.  Follow the 
path up to the Rock Pile, but instead of going all the way up the steps, continue on to 
the Valley beyond.  This hike meanders through forests following a glacial fed stream. 
You will also cross a quartzite boulder field and finish beside a picturesque glacial lake. 
This is an easy hike, but it is in bear country so bring your spray, stay in groups of no 
less than 4 people and make lots of noise while you hike.  Combine this hike with the 
interpretive trail and a 98 m scramble up the Rock Pile before or after your hike for 
some great photos (this is the scene depicted on the old twenty dollar bill!).  If you have 
time, you can also complete the short, flat Lakeshore trail.  
 


